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GATEWAY 


GRSC preps 
graduation 


By Shelby Macri 


The Gateway Regional 
School Committee is pre- 
paring to bid farewell to the 
Class of 2021 and four its 
committee members as the 
school year winds down. 

Committee members 
expressed that they’d like 
to try to meet in person in 
June, partially to be able to 
say farewell to those leaving 
in person rather than over a 
screen. While the committee 
members would like to meet 
in person, they’ll continue 
to abide by safety protocols 
put in place. “Usually when a 
person leaves school commit- 
tee, we say goodbye to them 
during their last meeting,” 
Committee Chair Michele 
Crane said. “This is typically 
a very casual thing, not a big 
fuss.” 

At the June 9 meet- 
ing the School Committee 
will be saying goodbye 
to Crane from Blandford, 
and members Sarah Foley 
from Middlefield, Madelyn 
Austin from Montgomery, 
and Melissa Nazzaro 
from Huntington. While 
Superintendent David 
Hopson is retiring for next 
school year, there will be 
more for him to address and 
be involved in, so he’ll be 
with Gateway until the end of 
August during the first week 
of school. 

The School Committee 
decided to hold an in-per- 
son meeting for June, and it 
will be held in the Gateway 
Performing Arts Center to 
allow appropriate social dis- 
tancing rather than a class- 
room. Along with committee 
members saying goodbye to 
each other, seniors will be 
saying goodbye to their class- 
mates as they prepare to grad- 
uate. 

“Graduation, weath- 
er permitting, will be held 
on the evening of June 4 on 
Booster Field,’ Hopson said. 
“The Ceremony will close- 
ly follow last year; a family 
limit of six people, groups of 
chairs spaced six feet apart, a 
limited number of people on 
stage, no contact during the 
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Wickland, Larry Homberg, Moderator Russell Peotter, and Finance Committee Co-Chairman 
Lee Manchester, and Finance Committee member Carol Jolly during Annual Town Meeting on 


Photos by Peter Spotts 
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Residents vote on one of the 21 warrant articles during Annual Town Meeting. 





Museum repair options merged 
on Annual Town Meeting floor 


By Peter Spotts 


Three options for 
conducting repairs to the 
Edwards Museum eventu- 
ally became merged into 
one solution at Annual 
Town Meeting on Saturday, 
May 15, after an hour- 
long debate in the sunny 
field behind New Hingham 
Elementary School. 

Dee Cinner and Eileen 
McGowan brought a citi- 


zen’s petition to the warrant 
in addition to two articles 
for repair options provid- 
ed by the Selectboard. 
The petitioners were con- 
cerned the board’s articles 
weren't specific enough for 
the types of materials to be 
used to preserve the histor- 
ical building, the biggest 
one being the use of cedar 
for the siding. 

“Those things were 
put in there specifically so 


those would not be missed,” 
McGowan said. 

The Selectboard put 
forth two repair options for 
voters, the main difference 
being one using “histor- 
ically appropriate materi- 
als” and the other utilizing 
vinyl. The cost difference 
between the materials was 
$60,095 for the historical 
materials and $52,700 for 
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TANDING ROOM ONLY 


Sandisfield residents vote on an article at Annual Town Meeting. Residents gathered at the DPW 
Garage Building at 3 Silverbrook Road for Annual Town meeting on Saturday, May 15. Residents 
filled chairs inside the garage, leaving others to stand outside to comply with COVID-19 safety 


protocols. See story page 10. Photo by Shelby Macri 
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BLANDFORD 

Waldron selected 
tor Highway Supt. 
By Mary Kronholm 


The Select Board conducted a 
final interview of the sole candidate 
remaining for the position of the 
town’s Highway Superintendent, David 
A. Waldron of Becket. 

The board decided to extend 
an offer of the position and Town 
Administrator Joshua A. Garcia will 
negotiate a contract for the coming 
fiscal year. The current hourly rate for 
this position is $35.18. 
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Town Broadband 
signups open 
By Shelby Macri 


The town is currently undergo- 
ing the construction for the distri- 
bution network and the sign-ups for 
Broadband with the town subsidy has 
begun. 

The initial subscription period 
started on April 24 and will continue 
thru Dec. 31, during which residents 
will be eligible for a $4,000 subsi- 
dy. After this period, residents will 
have to pay the costs of hooking up 
to the network out of pocket. With 
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BESKET 


Town opts out of 
mosquito spraying 
By Shelby Macri 


Many towns across the state have 
discussed opting-out of the mosquito 
control spraying program conducted by 
the State Reclamation and Mosquito 
Control Board, though Selectman 
Michael Lavery brought the spraying 
up for a different reason than most. 

Lavery explained that he’s a 
part of a community that’s under the 
Sherwood Greens Road District, which 
was created in 1990. This is a district 
through the state and was made to 
maintain roads and take care of the 
area it oversees. The area Sherwood 
Greens oversees has gravel roads, 
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VOICES OF SUPPORT 





Lindsey Maxwell, victim service coordinator for the Massachusetts Probation Service, 
shares her message for survivors of domestic violence as part of the Southern Hilltowns 
Domestic Violence Task Force’s Hilltown Voice’s campaign to raise awareness to prevent 
and end domestic violence. Hilltown Safety at Home domestic violence advocacy 
services can be reached at 413-667-2203 or 413-693-9977. Ten to Ten Helpline for 
people at risk of harming their partner or for those worried someone they know is 
harming their partner can be reached at 877-898-3411. 
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Health Center vaccinations 
available to 18 and older 


Hilltown Community Health Center 
is now offering COVID-19 vaccina- 
tions for all of its patients at sites in 
Huntington, ages 18 and older. Anyone 
who receives services from HCHC is 
eligible, which includes patients of 
the medical, dental, behavioral health, 
optometry, or Community Center pro- 
grams. 

In addition, HCHC is now offer- 
ing vaccinations to all residents of 
Huntington, Chester, and Middlefield. 
As the clinic’s capacity allows, and on a 
rolling basis, eligibility will open to other 
hilltown communities’ residents. HCHC 
will use Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health data on towns’ vaccination 
rates to ensure that the schedule of eligi- 


ble communities is based on need. 

“We want to make sure that those 
people who have faced barriers in access- 
ing a vaccination can get the shot,” said 
Eliza Lake, HCHC’s Chief Executive 
Officer. “We know that many people 
want to receive their vaccination as close 
to home as possible, and we are working 
hard to make that happen.” 

In future weeks and months, HCHC 
will be conducting extensive outreach to 
Hilltown residents to identify and contact 
those who need more information about 
the vaccine or help accessing a vaccina- 
tion clinic. 

For more information, or to schedule 
an appointment for a vaccination, please 
call 413-667-3009, ext. 261. 


RMV cautions customers about scam 


The Massachusetts Registry of Motor 
Vehicles is cautioning customers to be 
aware of a text phishing scam that has 
been reported here in the commonwealth 
and in other states. The scam reportedly 
involves customers receiving text mes- 
sages, claiming to be from the “DMV,” 
which direct them to click on a provid- 
ed link to update their personal identify- 
ing contact information. Customers can 
identify this type of text as a phishing 
scam because it includes “DMV” and 
in Massachusetts DMV is not the name 
of the Registry of Motor Vehicles; in 


Massachusetts, the name of the Registry is 
abbreviated as “RMV.” Any text using the 
phrase “Department of Motor Vehicles” or 
“DMV” should be deleted. 

Please note that the RMV does not 
send unsolicited requests for personal and/ 
or contact information to customers by 
text. Any communication by text from the 
RMYV would be as a result of a custom- 
er-initiated request or transaction. 

For the latest Registry updates and 
information, please check Mass.gov/ 
RMV or follow the RMV on Twitter @ 
MassRMV. 


Firefighters tackling largest wildland fire since Russell 1999 


NORTH ADAMS — Williamstown 
Fire Chief Craig A. Pedercini, State Fire 
Warden David Celino and North Adams 
Mayor Thomas W. Bernard provided an 
update on the “East Mountain” fire in 
the Clarksburg State Forest on Monday, 
May 17. 

Firefighters worked hard, aided by 
the Massachusetts National Guard and 
State Police helicopter water drops, to 
bring the fire to 75% containment as of 
this May 17. The fire is burning in steep, 
wooded terrain that is difficult to access. 

Firefighter operations continued 
Tuesday, May 18. The expectation is that 


they will be able to transition to a patrol 
and “mop-up” operation putting out hot 
spots over the next several days. 

The fire 1s burning leaf litter and for- 
est debris. The soil itself is moist so it is 
not burning very deeply, and brooks and 
streams are serving as natural barriers. 

Atmospheric conditions were still 
favorable for preventing any major health 
impacts or shifts to populated areas 
despite smoke being visible overnight. 

This is the largest wildland fire in 
Massachusetts since the April 9, 1999 
Tekoa Mountain fire in Russell. It burned 
1100 acres and claimed the life of 


Russell Deputy Fire Chief John Murphy. 

The “East Mountain” fire started 
burning Friday, May 14, in Williamstown 
in a remote wooded area that 1s difficult 
to access. No structures are threatened by 
the fire. One firefighter was taken to the 
hospital over the weekend. He is in good 
condition but remains hospitalized. 

On Tuesday, May 18, 10 firefight- 
ers from the Department of Recreation’s 
Bureau of Forest Fire Control and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Park Service resumed opera- 
tions patrolling the perimeter of the East 
Mountain fire and putting out hot spots. 


As of Monday night, 947 acres 
had burned. The fire did not grow over- 
night, and it is now 90% percent con- 
tained. Firefighters will monitor the 
fire daily until we have significant rain. 
Firefighters returned to the scene on 
Wednesday, May 19. 

Over 120 firefighters from 19 sur- 
rounding towns are worked the fire lines 
today in a difficult and labor-intensive 
effort to contain the fire. These include 
Adams Forest Wardens; Bennington, 
Vermont Fire Department; Bennington 
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PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING ¢ HEATING 
(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), PRO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


MP4 
YSTEMS 


Water Pumps * Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING » COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS » FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES +» FERTILIZER 


GAT isehioed ee & PET 


PoulinGrain®™ 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 


M-F 8am-5pm 


1-413-667-2279 Sat. 8am-4pm 


TARA GRENIER ¢ PAUL GRENIER 


WHITING 
ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
ete 


Water oe fe [E NSH AW Aydeeasae 


Repairs to Increase Flow 


System 
Evaluations 


800-232-4725 ¢ Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 


Plumbing & Heating 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


DOWN To EARTH 
=> Cen W WaT Corr 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Carol Labonte 


Paul Labonte 


Time to 
es CLEAN UP 


Vy-- 


Established in 1982 ¢ House Cleaning Plus 


Sewices 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out ¢ Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 





4} Dale’s Structural 
/\ & Carpentry 
a Home Improvement ¢ Additions * Restorations « Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams ° Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


e Tune Ups 
e Installations 
e Oil Tanks 


Oil Burner SYS VAS 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 473.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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Council on Aging aims for brighter summer 


By Peter Spotts 


HUNTINGTON — As vac- 
cines continue to become more read- 
ily available to all hilltown residents, 
Council on Aging Coordinator Kathleen 
Peterson is hoping to be able to begin 
holding more activities to help get 
seniors together in the community once 
again. 

Peterson met with the Selectboard 
to discuss her plans on Wednesday, May 
12, and told them depression is just as 
much an issue for seniors as COVID-19. 

“My concern is continuous isola- 
tion. What’s happening is seniors are 
dying not from covid, they’re dying 
from depression due to isolation,” 
Peterson said. “Also, some of them need 
a little more help that can’t get because 
we can’t do volunteers going [in per- 
son].” 


The COA has been running a vari- 
ety of drop-off programs for vegetables, 
brown bag program, arts and crafts, 
puzzles, and virtual exercise classes. 
While those efforts continue, Peterson 
is looking to be able to bring everyone 
together safely. 

“IT want to be able to have things 
like educational health and wellness 
programs, physical health and wellness 
programs,” she said. “Just increasing 
resources and fun things games, puz- 
zles, more community events in which 
grandparent raising children can be sup- 
ported and have activities they can bring 
the kids too... Trying to make their lives 
a little brighter and bringing hope.” 

In order to do this, Peterson needs 
a waiver for participants in COA activi- 
ties to protect the town from liability in 
case someone gets COVID-19. A draft 
has been written and sent to town legal 


Town Memorial Day parade 
participants deadline May 26 


HUNTINGTON — The Town 
of Huntington will be having a 
Memorial Day Parade on Monday, 
May 31. 

The parade will assemble at 
Pettis Field at 8 a.m. and march to 
the gazebo on the Town Green for a 


ceremony. Marchers and spectators 
are required to follow all current state 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

Veterans and other groups who 
are interested in marching are asked 
to call Lori Belhumeur at 413-667- 
3169 by Wednesday, May 26. 


special, ATM convene June / 


HUNTINGTON — The Town’s 
Special Town Meeting and Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on Monday, June 
7, in the Performing Arts Center at 
Gateway Regional Middle/High School 
located at 12 Littleville Road. 

The Special Town Meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and will be followed 
by the Annual Town Meeting at 7:00 
p.m. If all business is not completed on 
June 7, the Annual Town Meeting will 
continue on Tuesday, June 8, at 7:00 
p.m. 

The meetings will follow the state’s 
guidance for Town Meetings. Residents 
that are feeling sick or exhibiting any 
of the following symptoms —fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, chills, mus- 
cle pain, headache, sore throat, or new 


loss of smell — or have potentially been 
exposed to someone with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19, should not attend 
the meetings. 

Social Distancing will apply to all 
attendees of the meeting. Attendees 
must have facial coverings. Attendees 
are to leave three empty seats and one 
row between individuals and household 
groups. Members of the same household 
may sit together. Two restrooms will be 
provided with cleaning staff in atten- 
dance to clean between uses. 

Handouts will be available in indi- 
vidual packets and it is recommended 
that they not be shared. Please call the 
Selectboard office at 413-512-5200 or 
admin @huntingtonma.us with any ques- 
tions. 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church of 
Huntington reminds everyone even though 
our physical doors are closed until further 
notice, we are most definitely open for 
worship, praise, ministry, and fellowship. 
We are an Open and Affirming Church 
inviting, welcoming, and affirming every- 
one — seekers, believers, and wonderers 
alike — on their journey of faith, to join in 
10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. 

Our reading from Acts 2:1-21 
invites us into the story of Pentecost and 
to wonder about the Spirit poured out 
on everybody and what that means for 
us to have the Spirit of God within us. 
The message for today will be delivered 
by the Rev. Darrell Goodwin, Executive 
Conference Minister, of the Southern 
New England Conference of the United 





classified ad: 


Call to place your 


Church of Christ. 

The pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive our 
emails and would like to connect with 
our Zoom worship service and/or fellow- 
ship time, please contact Pastor Carol 
at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail.com 
to receive the information you will need 
to participate or send us a message on 
Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers and 
email address provided to stay in touch 
or to contact the pastor. You are also invit- 
ed to find us on Facebook at “Norwich 
Hill” for updates, information, and spiritu- 
al encouragement. For more information, 
please contact 413-667-3935 or 860-798- 
7771 or firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com. 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent 
& Vacation Rentals 


¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time 
Career Opportunities 


413-283-8393 


counsel for review. Peterson said once 
the review is complete, the COA can 
begin looking at implementing its plans. 
The COA currently has waivers for its 
exercise and trip programs. 

“Basically, there will be a waiver 
for every activity,’ Peterson said. “I’m 
trying to get permission to open up 
in the near future; in order to do that 
safely and in order to ensure our town 
wouldn’t be subject to any liabilities 
would be to get permission for waivers 
for the release of liabilities and training 
for volunteers and participants.” 

Peterson also informed the board 
she’d like to pursue a project she’s been 
working on the past several years to get 
more lights for safe crossings on Route 
20 and Route 112. She said there are 
issues with seniors trying to cross both 
highly traveled roads to get to stores 
on the other side of the street and there 





have been accidents in the past. 

“People are travelling at 45 to 50 
miles per hour even though it’s [the 
speed] supposed to go down,” she said. 
‘Accidents have happened, and potential 
accidents could happen.” 

Peterson said Walk Boston did a 
walk audit in 2017 and a Huntington 
Walks Map was put together in 2019. 
A Go for Life Event using the map ran 
into similar issues. 

“People were utilizing the map and 
finding it’s hard to cross that street,” 
Peterson said. 

The Selectboard told Peterson she 
can pursue the project if she gets a 
grant. Peterson is also pursuing grants 
for caregiver support and to make a 
Huntington Café; she’s going to keep 
working with her board members to try 
and make the upcoming days a little 
brighter for town seniors. 


Local author publishes book 


HUNTINGTON — Mimi Caban, 
resident and first-time author, has 
published her first book “The Binge 
Visioning Technique™: When You 
Want to Mannafest* A Glorious Life!” 
and will feature it as part of the Authors 
on the Green Book Show in Westfield 
on Sunday, May 23. 

The show is put on by the Whip 
City Wordsmiths, a Westfield based 
group of over 50 published authors of 
which Caban is a part of. Caban will 
have her book for sale at the show and 
she will be sharing a booth with writing 
partner and internationally known pub- 
lic speaker, Wallace Johnson, aka “New 
Mystic,” author of six books under that 
pseudonym and former linebacker for 
the University of Oklahoma. Look for 
their white tent from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on the Westfield Town Green. 

Caban developed the Binge 
Visioning Technique as a manifesting 
tool in 2016. The technique is based on 
scientific research and spiritual princi- 
ples that she synthesized over the past 


Ya / 


20 years. She has taught the BVT to 
many people across the country. It has 
helped them in such profound ways that 
she decided to capture it in a colorful, 
workbook format that anyone can fol- 
low. 

She does public speaking, leads 
interactive sessions on creativity, faith, 
imagination, writing, musicianship and 
creative expression using all of the arts. 
She is continuously writing new music 
and has four other books in the works 
including “You Don’t Have to White 
Knuckle It! The Recovering Addict’s 
Tool Kit: Ways to Feel High Right Now 
Without Wrecking Your Life,’ which 
will also be published May 2021. 

“The Binge Visioning 
Technique™: When You Want to 
Mannafest* A Glorious Life!” is 
available at www.amazon.com/~/e/ 
BO94HH6Q8S. To organize a book 
signing or if you would like to be noti- 
fied when her new books are published, 
contact Caban at bvtbook @ gmail.com 
or speak to her at an event. 
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Technology's 
impact on sleep 


By Diane Testa 


nyone driving west on the Mass Pike 
A: recent months may have noticed an 

Xfinity billboard announcing, “Give 
your Wi-Fi a bedtime.” One may wonder why 
the tech industry is promoting the shutting 
off of a wireless device at night. The compa- 
ny’s goal is to offer parents a tool for manag- 
ing their children’s screen time. So is screen 
time affecting sleep? Moreover, are electronic 
devices affecting the quality of sleep? This 
article explores some of the science behind 
these questions. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention states that adults need between 
seven to nine hours of sleep per night for 
proper health, while teenagers need even 
more sleep, between eight to 10 hours per 
night. However, their website indicates that 
roughly one third of adults in America receive 
inadequate sleep due to various factors. In a 
CDC survey from 2013, almost 70% of teen- 
agers reported obtaining insufficient sleep. 
Part of the reason could be that 75% of them 
sleep with their phone beneath their pillow, as 
reported by a Pew Research study. 

Screen time is one factor contributing to 
sleep disturbances. The daily exposure to sun- 
light presents the brain with all colors of light, 
and the blue light within sunlight, in particu- 
lar, helps to keep people more alert and uplift 
one’s mood during the day. A computer moni- 
tor or a cell phone screen emits artificial light 
that is comprised of disproportionately more 
blue light than is contained in natural sunlight. 
Since the brain is particularly sensitive to blue 
light, the excess stimulation from electronic 
screens can impact the body’s natural circa- 
dian rhythm, or sleep-wake cycle. Blue light 
causes this disruption in one of two ways: by 
diminishing the release of a brain hormone 
called melatonin and by suppressing the type 
of brainwaves that induce sleep. Melatonin 
is the primary hormone that regulates the 
body’s sleep-wake cycle. Therefore, the use 
of screens in the evening or even excessively 
during the day has significant impacts on the 
ability to fall asleep or to remain asleep during 
the night. 

Researchers at Harvard University 
Medical School have reported on the adverse 
impact of blue light from screens on sleep, 
and have also noted that the energy-efficient 
LED lights that many people are now using 
in their homes emit an excess of blue light. 
They suggest wearing glasses that specifically 
filter the blue light of the screens and avoiding 
screens two to three hours before bedtime. 
One additional suggestion is to spend a good 
amount of time outdoors to be exposed to nat- 
ural sunlight, which will improve the quality 
of sleep. 

Last month, the Royal Society of Arts in 
England awarded a fellowship to its young- 
est-ever recipient, a 15-year old boy named 
Montgomery Lord, for his research demon- 
strating that the use of technology at bedtime 
disrupts the circadian rhythm. This prestigious 
award places him among brilliant minds such 
as Benjamin Franklin and Stephen Hawking. 
Through the United Nations, Lord launched a 
citizen science project called iTech Explorers 
to study screen time’s impact on adolescents, 
with the aim to influence government deci- 
sion makers to improve children’s health. His 
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Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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A dahlia fetish 


in the wind and rain, sometimes 


hile I always devote a IN THE 
portion of the vegeta- GARDEN taking a good portion of the plant 
ble garden to cut flower with it. 


plots for the girls and I, last sum- 
mer in particular we really got 
into picking big, beautiful bou- 
quets for the house. One flower 
that did particularly well for us 
was the dahlia. I had four vari- 


to the vase. I enjoyed harvesting 
them so much that I invested in a 
sampler pack from Old House Gardens mail 
order company, as well as another couple 
varieties from local growers. I can’t wait to 
be surprised by what is in my sample pack. 

Today was the designated day to plant 
them. I was a little nervous because the soil 
temperatures have only begun to warm up, 
but I had the time so I did it and will pray 
for the best. Sometimes you just have to do 
what you have to do! Read on to learn about 
this unique flower. 

Dahlias are not hardy in our area. For 
that reason we wait until the danger of 
frost has passed to plant them. They can 
be started from seeds but most are grown 
from tubers of a named variety that was pur- 
chased from a nursery or mail order compa- 
ny. According to one source, there are some 
50,000 named dahlia varieties! Flowers can 
vary in size from mignon singles that are a 
mere 2 inches across to AA size which grow 
over 10 inches wide. 

Plant heights vary as well, ranging from 
six inches to 20 feet tall! Six different size 
flowers and 14 shapes are possible with col- 
ors that appear in nearly every shade except 
for true blue. Small varieties make especial- 
ly good bedding plants, mixing well with 
other annual and perennial garden flowers. 
Large flowered types are suitable “speci- 
men” plants that stand well on their own in 
nearly any gardening situation. All are great 
and long-lasting cut flowers. 

Dahlias have the reputation of being 
“high maintenance,’ probably because they 
need to be staked and pinched. They are also 
prone to insect and disease problems. None 
of this should dissuade you from growing 
them, however. Plant dahlias in full sun in 
fertile soil amended sparingly with com- 
post and organic fertilizers. Most tubers are 
planted about three inches deep and one to 
three feet away from one another, depending 
on plant size. Providing enough air circula- 
tion between plants will help keep diseases 
at bay. 

Most gardeners install a stake at plant- 
ing time and attach the dahlia to it as it 
grows, beginning when it is a foot tall. 
Subsequent ties are made every 18 inches 
or so depending on variety. Without the use 
of stakes, large flowers will likely topple 
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color, and boy did these add a lot mu RlUREEY away spent blooms on a regular 
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Pinching dahlias is another 
good practice. When the plant has 
three sets of leaves gently remove 
its growth tip. This will encour- 
age more branching and inevita- 
bly more flowers. Once bloom- 


basis; tubers will grow stronger 
because of it. Dahlias thrive on 
sufficient moisture, especially since they 
are shallow rooted. Furnish them with one 
inch per week during active growth. As the 
growing season draws to a close, hold back 
on water and any supplemental fertilization 
you have been providing. This will give the 
tubers a chance to harden off before they are 
removed from the ground. 

Dig up dahlia tubers either just prior 
to or soon after frost hits. Leave a small 
portion of stem attached to the tubers; it 
is a great place to adhere a label. Take it 
from me, it is easy to forget a name over the 
winter months! Soil should be eased off the 
tubers with a spray of water before placing 
in storage. Choose a location to overwinter 
your tubers that maintain 40 to 50 degrees 
temps and 90% humidity. These condi- 
tions will keep them dormant and healthy 
until it is time to replant. Many people have 
good luck using a cold basement or root cel- 
lar; small quantities of tubers can be stored 
in the crisper drawer of the refrigerator. 
Placing tubers in damp peat moss, saw dust, 
shredded leaves or even ventilated plastic 
bags will help to prevent shriveling. Be sure 
to check on your tubers every couple of 
weeks throughout the offseason. Should you 
see shriveling, mist them with clean water 
and re-dampen the medium in which they 
were placed. If you see mold, bring down 
the temperature and humidity level. 

Some dahlias like to get a jump-start on 
the season by prestarting dahlias indoors. 
We have done this occasionally at Old 
Sturbridge Village, and I am always amazed 
at just how fast the plants grow, and how 
quickly they outgrow their pots and become 
leggy. If you attempt it, four weeks prior to 
the last spring frost would be soon enough. 

It’s my hope that you will venture into 
the land of dahlia growing and love it as 
much as I do! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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By Deborah Daniels 


iking this spring we have come 
Hees a bumper crop of snakes, 

garter snakes all of them. The 
name garter snake comes from their 
stripes which look like old time gar- 
ters that kept your socks up. The garter 
snakes we saw were impressively fast at 
slide, sidewinding away from us. I’m not 
sure who was more spooked the snake or 
us? But upon seeing this sign about rat- 
tlesnake habitat, it was time to learn up 
on snakes. Most snakes you meet while 
hiking are garter snakes. They are con- 
sidered harmless to people. They are not 
ageressive; they have no hollow fangs 
with poison and give no hugs. They shy 
away from any contact. However, be 
aware snakes have quick reflexes and 
will bite in their own defense if pro- 
voked. Unfortunately garter snakes have 
recently been discovered to produce 
small amounts of a mild venom (a neu- 
rotoxin) that would affect small prey 
and not humans. Mostly you can put the 
notion away that you are likely to be bit 
by a garter snake. What else do we know 
about snakes? 

Garter snakes come in many shades 
and colors. They usually have three 
stripes that run down the length of their 
body. These stripes can be yellow, white, 
green, or brown and even be absent or 
poorly defined or with alternating rows 
of dark spots that run along a central 
stripe. They also come in solid black. 
The head of the garter snake is wider 
than its neck and most often the belly 
is lighter in color. Garter snakes can be 
18-54 inches long. Garter snakes bru- 
mate, which is like hibernation, where 
they sleep in natural cavities such as tree 
stumps, old rodent burrows and under 
rock piles. They do not tunnel but they 
will use rodent tunnels as shelter. They 
are very adaptable and can survive in 
extreme conditions. You will find them 
in meadows, woodlands, along marsh- 
es or near water such as the edges of 
streams, ponds, and lakes. They dine on 
worms, snails, insects, crayfish, toads, 
small fish, baby birds and occasional- 
ly small mammals such as mice. They 
swallow their food whole and let their 
powerful digestive juices do the rest of 
the work. Not a sight for polite society! 

They have a forked red tongue that 
is tipped with black. This is very much 
a sensory organ. They use it to smell and 
sense vibrations that can tell where other 
snakes have passed by and where prey 
are located. They have good vision. They 
do not have eyelids, so their eyes always 
appear open. They are active during the 
day. Due to their cold bloodedness, they 


SLEEP 


research reported that roughly 75% of 
teens felt their diminished sleep due to 
tech use affected their concentration and 
productivity during the day. 

Dr. Victoria Dunckley, an 
award-winning integrative psychia- 
trist from Los Angeles, is an expert on 
the effects of electronic screen time 
on children’s brain development. In 
her book, “Reset Your Child’s Brain,” 
Dr. Dunckley discusses how interac- 
tive electronic screen time hyperstim- 
ulates the physiological processes in 
the developing brain of a young person. 
She explains that there is a difference 
in the way the brain processes passive 
screen time — watching TV from across 
the room — versus interactive screen 
time, such as playing video games. The 
hyperarousal taking place in the brain 
due to interacting with screens alters 
brain chemistry and ultimately interferes 
with behavior, mood, and even sleep. 
Too much interactive screen time causes 
children to have non-restorative sleep, 


HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Slithering Sidewinders 


A garter snake seen hiking in Russell. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 


use the sunshine to warm themselves. 
They are mainly solitary, but they will 
sleep in groups to stay warm. Snakes 
form a tight coil to reduce heat loss. 

Garter snakes mate as soon as they 
come out of hibernation. Imagine com- 
ing upon a snake ball, that is a mass of 
mating snakes! Babies are incubated in 
the female’s lower abdomen for two to 
three months. They are born as baby 
snakes in late July and August in litters 
that range from 10 to 40 young snakes, 
five to nine inches long. They are fully 
independent at birth. Garter snakes usu- 
ally live 2 years in the wild and up to 
20 years in captivity. They do shed their 
skin four to 12 times a year, mostly in 
response to growing larger but shedding 
also helps to remove parasites and bac- 
teria. A garter snake’s eyes may appear 
clouded over or blue, when it is about to 
shed its skin. Believe it or not they are 
Kept as pets. 

They have predators such as hawks, 
crows, raccoons, snapping turtles, foxes, 
herons, large fish, and other snakes such 
as milk snakes and King snakes. Then 
there is human intervention endanger- 
ing snakes such as habitat destruction 
through the use of pesticides and water 
pollution and land development. Is it any 
wonder why they have broods of up to 
40 young’uns? Many never survive to 
become adults. 

Now about that other snake, the rat- 
tlesnake. It is a venomous snake load- 
ed with a hemotoxic venom that causes 
internal bleeding. It is capable of killing 
a human. With early medical help snake- 
bites can be treated and death can be 
prevented. Pain and suffering cannot be 


which brings on a host of other health 
problems. 

One disturbing disorder that can 
arise in children is night terrors due to 
the chronic stress experienced by the 
brain from excessive screen time. In this 
case, a child will wake up in the middle 
of the night, thrashing and screaming, 
due to the sudden release of fight-or- 
flight chemicals in his brain. Shockingly, 
imaging studies of video-game addicted 
young people show the same patterns 
as those adults addicted to drugs. Dr. 
Dunckley has been able to help over 
500 screen-addicted children, teens and 
young adults regain their normal health 
by taking on a month-long “fast” from 
the use of electronics. 

Another way that wireless electron- 
ics impact sleep is due to the pulsed and 
polarized electromagnetic fields (EMFs) 
that they produce. Electrical engineers at 
the University of Melbourne, Australia 
have demonstrated that the force exerted 
on the body by these EMFs causes a dis- 





Endangered Timber Rattlesnakes ar 
native to these mountains. 


You may see Timber Rattlesnakes while hiking in this area 
These shy animals do not bite unless provoked. 
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in the rare case of a rattlesnake bite, stay calm Dial 911 and seok 


Rattlesnake poster seen while hiking on 
Mount Tom. 





A nest of garter snakes. 


Online Image 


prevented. So, listen for a telltale rattle, a 
rattlesnake will shake its dry hollow ker- 
atin (like fingernails) ringed tail in warn- 
ing for you to leave the area. It can bite 
in 5/10ths of a second. But mostly it will 
avoid contact and slither away before 
you notice it. A rattlesnake is a larger 
snake, from |-eight feet in length. It has 
more of a diamond pattern in tans, brown 
and black colors, but again it varies con- 
siderably. Its skin is scalier in appear- 
ance. It has a head that is more triangular 
in shape. Most likely you have hiked 
near one but never knew it because again 
it avoids human contact. I believe we 
saw one sunning on the rocks at Tekoa. It 
fled immediately, there was no confron- 
tation. The snake experts say it can strike 
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turbance in cells’ metabolic processes; 
one critical effect is a reduction in the 
production of melatonin. 

Consequently, all Americans can 
benefit from following Xfinity’s advice, 
to “give your Wi-Fi a bedtime.” It is best 
to locate computers and gaming systems 
outside of the bedroom, and to put sub- 
stantial limits on screen time for youth, 
particularly in the hour or two before 
bedtime. A free software called f.lux can 
be downloaded to a computer, to adjust 
the spectrum of light being emitted from 
the monitor during the day. Also, cell 
phones can be placed in airplane mode 
before going to bed. Sleep well and 
pleasant dreams! 

Wilbraham resident Diane Testa 
holds a doctorate in biomedical engi- 
neering and is a senior lecturer in 
engineering at Western New England 
University. She writes about technology’s 
impacts on health from her hardwired 
computer and can be reached for com- 
ment at wiredinwilbraham@ gmail.com. 
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An axe blade and mystery item, not bottl 
openers, found while hiking. 


“ile “lis a. i we ; 
A garter snake consuming a frog. 
Online Image 


a distance of half to three-quarters the 
length of its body. Does that help hikers? 
And how did they get that figure? Target 
practice? Yessir, we will avoid snakes 
and forget Woody Allen’s advice to suck 
out the poison in the movie “Bananas” if 
you are bit; stay calm, call God and 911! 

A little help from the Country 
Journal readers please, can you identify 
what those metal bits are that look like 
bottle openers? We found 24 of them 
lined up in a shallow grave. Keep hiking 
and stay curious. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


1a 
Share your thoughts and suggestions 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 
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Picnic goes grab-and-go 


BLANDFORD —- The Annual 
Memorial Day Picnic will have a new 
twist this year. It’s a Grab-and-Go picnic. 

The picnic will be in Watson Park 
immediately following the Memorial 
Day Observations at Veterans’ Park and 
Town Commons and parade on Monday, 
May 31. 

The Recreation Committee has 


WALDRON 


Waldron currently has worked for 
the Highway Department since August 
2020. 

He will replace retiring Highway 
Superintendent Rene Senecal. 

Waldron was not ready to comment 
but said, “I’m a little overwhelmed right 
now.” 

He is a retired E-8 First Sergeant/ 
Master Sergeant with 30 years of service 
in the U.S. Army, both active duty and 
National Guard. 

Prior to coming to Blandford, 
he was with the Washington, Mass. 
Highway Department from 2019 and 
the Hinsdale Highway Department from 
2016 to 2019. 

He has over 30 years of Class B 


organized a picnic lunch of grilled hot 
dogs with all the fixings in 

Individual packets, a bag of chips, 
and serving up potato or fruit salad, a 
full size candy bar, water or soda. The 
MooLicious Farm ice cream truck will 
be on hand for dessert with sundaes and 
all the toppings for one hour from 12:30 
to 1:30 p.m. 


truck-driving experience and 
holds 1C, 2A and 4G licenses 
to operate department equip- 
ment. 

The Selectboard also 
made the following appoint- 
ments at Monday night’s 
meeting. David Mottor as Fire 
Chief, Forest Warden, and a 
member of the Emergency 
Management Team; Jennifer 
Girard and Police Chief 
Tammy Weidhass were 








AN 


David A. Waldron 


also appointed to the Emergency 
Management Team. The board appoint- 
ed Tammy Weidhass as Chief of Police 
for the coming year; Sumner Robbins 
was appointed to the Zoning Board of 


Cultural Council seeks artists 


BLANDFORD — The Blandford 
Cultural Council is pleased to invite local 
artists to submit their work for consider- 
ation in the First Annual Arts Exhibition. 

The event will take place on 
Saturday. Aug. 28, and Sunday, Aug. 29, 
at the Blandford Country Club and will 
provide an opportunity for area residents 
to enjoy visual arts and promote regional 
artists. 

The juried exhibition is open to fine 
arts, fine arts crafts such as sculpture, 
pottery and wood 

work. Original works of art, limited 
editions and open editions are permitted. 


Appeals as an alternate; 
Gordon Avery as Water 
Superintendent; and Doug 
Emo as Inspector of Veterans’ 
Graves and groundskeeper for 
Watson Park. 

The board made a final 
review and approved the war- 
rant for the June 21 Annual 
Town Meeting. 

Treasurer/Collector Sara 
Hunter reported that her office 
had sent out tax delinquent 
letters to 170 parcel owners with a total 
of $569,500 tax dollars owed the town. 
To date, the town has received $155,000 
in delinquent tax dollars including fees. 





. if 
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The board decided to re-open the 


CHESTER 


Artists must submit three sample 
photographs of their artwork to be con- 
sidered for the 

exhibition. Prints are acceptable. 

Only three samples will be consid- 
ered and should represent accurately the 
type of artwork to 

be entered but not necessarily ones 
that will be displayed. Artists may also 
submit their works 

electronically to stheresa811@live. 
com. 

The application is available on the 
Blandford town website at townofbland- 
ford.com. 
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town office building for business as usual 
on Saturday, May 29. There may be 
some restrictions but not until after the 
Board of Health meets later this week. 

The board also authorized Town 
Administrator Joshua A. Garcia to pro- 
ceed with contractual arrangements with 
Dennis K. Burke, Inc. of Taunton for the 
town’s supply of gasoline and diesel fuel. 
The town will pay a fixed price of $2.92 
a gallon for gasoline and $2.75 a gallon 
for diesel. 

The board went into executive 
session to discuss contract negotia- 
tion and returned to open session with 
the announcement of the selection of 
David A. Waldron as the next Highway 
Department Superintendent. 





Board Health receives grant award 


CHESTER The Town of 
Chester has been awarded a Sustainable 
Materials Recovery Program Municipal 
Grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

The Chester Board of Health faced 
significant challenges during COVID at 
the transfer station. The BOH imple- 
mented safe procedures for both the 
attendants and residents in order to con- 
tinue to recycle and follow all DEP reg- 
ulations. 

The transfer station remained fully 


open during COVID-19, with the excep- 
tion of the swap shop, and provided both 
rubbish and recycling services by man- 
dating face coverings, providing gloves, 
practicing social distancing, sanitizing 
all areas and education to the attendants. 

The grant will be used for a new 
Universal Waste shed and the town will 
be able to accept batteries, thermostats, 
thermometers, and household light bulbs 
free of charge with an annual transfer 
station permit. The BOH looks forward 
to expanding recycling in the Town of 
Chester in the years to come. 


Leisure lodging permits filing open 


CHESTER — The Board of Health 
would like to remind Bed and Breakfast 
operators and owners that a 2021 
Hospitality-Leisure Lodging Permit must 
be filed in order to operate in 2021. 

Please print a permit application 
found on www.TownofChester.net under 
the “Documents” tab and mail in or 


drop in the black box in front of town 
hall. The fee is $150 per calendar year 
and runs July to June. An inspection is 
required. 

Please contact the Chester Board 
of Health with questions 413-354-7781, 
413-519-3396, or BoardofHealth @ town- 
ofchester.net. 





Memorial Day parade recruiting veterans 


CHESTER — Chester will hold a 
Memorial Day ceremony and parade on 
Monday, May 31, beginning at 9 p.m. 
at Town Hall. 

The town is seeking all interested 
veterans who would like to march or 
be in the color guard. For more infor- 
mation, please contact Memorial Day 
Committee member Barbara Huntoon 
at 413-207-1104. 





Free vaccinations at community center 


CHESTER — Free COVID-19 vac- 
cinations are being offered to Chester 
residents by the Hilltown Community 
Center at its Huntington vaccination 
clinic. To schedule an appointment, or 


for more information, call 413-667- 
3009, ext. 261. Vaccines are safe and 
one of the most important tools we have 
to protect hilltown residents, their fami- 
ly, and the community from COVID-19. 


Road work begins May 26, expect delays 


CHESTER — Milling and pav- 
ing will be done on Bromley Road in 
Chester from the Chester-Huntington 
town line to the intersection of East 


SCHOOLS & YOUTH 


River Road beginning on Wednesday, 
May 26. 

Please expect delays and find 
alternate routes where possible. 





GRADUATION 





ceremony, and appropriate social dis- 
tancing protocols being followed.” 

Gateway Principal Jason Finnie said 
there are more specific details on the 
school’s website and can be found in the 
news section at grsd.org. 

The graduation ceremony will be 
held at 6 p.m. Two rain dates are set for 
June 5 and June 6, but the start time of 6 
p.m. is the same. There are two practice 
days for the ceremony on June | and 
June 3, both at 11:30 a.m. and there will 
be a drive-in senior celebration on June 
2. The school asks seniors to attend with 
decorated cars, the spirit of celebration, 
and a readiness to have a senior send-off 
after a unique year. 

The valedictorian, salutatorian, and 
Golden Achievement winner will be 


announced shortly before the celebra- 
tion. There will also be a procession 
with photo opportunities and other fun 
activities along with a senior movie on 
the green. After celebrating with their 
class, seniors will head off on various 
paths; those who want to attend the cer- 
emony and see seniors in their last stage 
of high school should visit the Gateway 
website to pre-register for the ceremony. 

Guests are asked to complete a reg- 
istration form that is to be completed 
before Friday, May 21; only one form 
must be completed for each household. 
If guests are attending from multi- 
ple households, there will be multiple 
forms. Additionally, guests who aren’t 
from the same household must be seated 
at least six feet apart from other guests 
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and households, while guests from the 
same household are able to sit together. 

Masks will also be required for 
all staff, guests, and graduates expect 
for a medical condition or disability. 
Graduates must wear their masks at all 
times, and they’ll be six feet apart from 
each other; commencement speakers can 
remove their masks during their remarks 
if there is at least six feet between the 
audience and speaker. Graduates can 
take their masks off for designated 
photography spots. The school is fol- 
lowing Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education guidelines and 
for information on safety protocols are 
online, as are student attire guidelines. 

For more information on gradua- 
tion, visit www.ersd.org. 
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Karen McTaggart and Russ LaPierre of the Hilltown Hikers take photos of the Chesterfield- 


Huntington boundary post. 


MEETING 


the vinyl with a 15% contingency fund- 
ing added to each project’s estimated 
total cost. 

“The best way to restore is to try 
to keep the historic fabric of the build- 
ing,” said resident and historical building 
restorer Kent Hicks. “We’d recommend 
vinyl siding is not a long-term solution. 
It will be in the land fill eventually and it 
will be in the landfill a long time.” 

The petition was for $40,095 before 
the 15% contingency, as McGowan and 
Cinner didn’t include roof replacement 
and drainage work, which is part of the 
board’s proposals. Selectboard member 
Trish Colson-Montgomery was adamant 
the board firmly believes doing the roof 
and drainage while other restoration 
work is being done to the museum is the 
best course of action. The roof needs to 
have the singles replaced and new ply- 
wood installed, and Colson-Montgomery 
said the board is concerned with water 
draining. 

“We don’t want to end up with rot- 
ted sills again,” she said. “If we’re going 
to do this project, let’s do it completely.” 

McGowan said the petition didn’t 
include the roof or drainage in its pack- 
age because they felt it isn’t an emer- 
gency need and could be done at a later 
time. They’re also concerned a study will 
be needed for the drainage and the costs 
may not be accurate. 

A couple of residents in attendance 
questioned if the project should even 
be done right now. With major projects 
upcoming for a new public safety com- 
plex, town offices, and issues at New 
Hingham Elementary School, including 
a new boiler, on the horizon, the question 
was raised if it’s the best time to commit 
funding into the museum. 

“A museum is not just about how 
many hours it’s open, it’s about preserv- 
ing the items that are in it,’ countered 
Nancy Rich. “There’s no other place for 
this collection...we do not need to kick 
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this can down the road.” 

Finance Committee member Lee 
Manchester added the town is in a 
healthy spot with its free cash and even 
funding the most expensive museum 
option will still put the entire ATM war- 
rant free cash expenditures at under 20% 
of the town’s free cash total. 

An amendment was proposed to add 
the cedar siding, shutter repair, and win- 
dows from the petition to Article 16 with 
the roof and drainage included. 

McGowan and Cinner submitted 
two other petitions. The first, Article 19, 
sought to have the town vote to accept 
Mass. General Law Chapter 114, Sec. 
22 through 26 to change the Cemetery 
Commissioners from appointed to elect- 
ed positions. Selectman Don Willard 
argued against this, pointing out the best 
qualified people for the job like Cinner 
herself could end up losing a populari- 
ty contest to a lesser candidate. Several 
people at the meeting also cited issues 
with the town getting enough people to 
run for current offices and having vacan- 
cies. 

McGowan rebutted the democrat- 
ic process shouldn’t be discounted and 
making it election-based would also 
remove the commissioners from being 
under the Selectboard’s supervision. 

Article 20 was the other petition, 
which sought to have the Cemetery 
Commissioners share the Selectboard’s 
current authority to establish rules and 
regulations for town-owned cemeteries. 

Moderator Rus Peotter explained to 
voters because this article would rescind 
statutory authority from the Selectboard, 
although the article doesn’t explicit- 
ly state this, the passing of the article 
would make it non-binding. Voters chose 
to vote Article 19 down 23 in favor, 27 
opposed. Article 20 was removed from 
the table after a motion was made to do 
SO. 

The fourth and final citizen peti- 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the 
Senior Center, 169 Skyline Trail, 
Middlefield, each Wednesday at 
noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and 
meal choice stated, by calling and 


leaving a message at 413-623-9990 
the Monday before. Pick-up and 
delivery are available. 

The menu on Wednesday, May 
26, is roast turkey with gravy, butter- 
nut squash, homemade stuffing, rye 
bread, and fruit crunch bar. 





tion was submitted by the Historical 
Commission to amend the Wireless 
Communications Zoning overlay bylaw 
to add “or within 750 feet of the dis- 
trict designated as Chesterfield Center 
Historic District by the National Park 
Service.” 

The amended bylaw would read “No 
wireless communications facility shall 
be located within 200 feet of an existing 
residential building or within 750 feet of 
the district designated as a Town Center 
(TC) on the Chesterfield Zoning Map or 
within 750 feet of the district designated 
as Chesterfield Center Historic District 
by the National Park Service.” 

Planning Board Chair Charles 
Valencik said the Planning Board was 
required to hold a public hearing for the 
petition and unanimously voted to rec- 
ommend tabling the article. 

“There’s too many problems with 
it,’ Valencik said. “We recommend to 
take it off the table until its reworded, 
rethought.” 

Voters went along with Valencik’s 
recommendation and passed a motion to 
table the article. 

The other 17 articles passed relative- 
ly smoothly. Voters approved the town 
budget for fiscal 2022, which includes 
a raise for the Town Administrator’s 
budget from $52,365 to $65,365. The 
Selectboard responded to inquiries about 
the jump by saying it was necessary to 
increase the salary while searching for 
a new town administrator. Sue Labrie’s 
current position is for 32-hours a week 
and the increase does not change the 
hourly rate, but provides funding if 
40-hours a week full-time is needed to 
secure a good candidate. 

“It would depend ultimately how 
much the person takes in terms of 
hours,” Colson-Montgomery said. “It 
just left us latitude.” 

Voters also approved the borrowing 
of $60,000 to purchase a new mower 


FIRE 


Rural Fire Department, Charlemont 
Fire Department, Clarksburg Fire 
Department, Florida Fire Department, 
Franklin County Hand Crew, Hinsdale 
Fire Department, North Adams 
Fire Department, Pownal, Vermont 
Fire Department; Pownal Valley Fire 
Department, Rowe Fire Department, 
Richmond Fire Department, Savoy Fire 
Department, Shaftsbury, Vermont Fire 
Department; Stamford Fire Department, 
Williamstown Fire Department, and 
Williamstown Forestry, 





Submitted photos 
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attachment for the Highway Department 
61 to 3. Several residents had con- 
cerns with whether the town needs a 
new mower and skepticism that a shared 
piece of equipment won’t cause issues 
with repairs and maintenance. 

“Do we really need an over-the-rail 
mower?” asked one resident. “Wouldn’t 
that money be better spent getting a 
small tractor with a brush hog? 

Highway Superintendent Matt Smith 
rebutted, “We still need it to mow over 
the guard rails and we need it to cut 
higher branches the tractor can’t reach.” 

The mower cost is being shared with 
Worthington and an agreement will be 
made between the towns. 

“There will be an agreement with 
Worthington so we all share equally the 
costs of repair...and any incidental costs 
that would come along,” Fuller said. “I 
think it can be very successful and the 
save the town the cost of purchasing 
something in its entirety.” 

Other approved expenditures includ- 
ed $60,000 for the School Building 
Maintenance Stabilization Fund, 
and $170,000 for the Capital Projects 
Stabilization Fund. 

Voters also approved the creation 
of a Broadband Network Operations 
Enterprise Fund and the Municipal Light 
Plant to fall under the jurisdiction of a 
new Municipal Light Plant Board. The 
board will be made up of one selectman, 
one Finance Committee member, one 
member with technical expertise, and 
two at-large members from the commu- 
nity. 

“We need citizens to be on the MLP 
Board,’ said MLP Manager Justin West, 
who announced at the meeting he plans 
to step down from overseeing the oper- 
ations within the next six months. “This 
board will make policy decisions, make 
rate changes up or down, and work with 
the MLP manager to run the system.” 


from page 2 


In addition to all the mutu- 
al aid firefighters, the state Bureau 
of Fire Control, the State Fire 
Marshal’s Office, the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency, 
the Massachusetts State Police the 
Massachusetts National Guard are 
all assisting, and the National Park 
Service. 

The Appalachian Trail is impacted 
by the fire and hikers should stay clear 
of this area for their own health and 
safety. 
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Lila Castro of Russell, left, and Lilyanne Carr of Southampton 
received the sacrament of First Holy Communion on Sunday, 
May 16. A special thanks to Father Ron, faith formation 
director, Deb Bogoff, Judy Boudreau, and Jodie Castro for 
their guidance, support and encouragement to the first 
communicants. It was a beautiful celebration. 


Joy Salvini 
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Jodie. Submitted photos 
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HELP WANTED 


The Town of Russell is seeking qualified applicants for 
two open part time positions on the Board of Assessors. 
successful candidates should have the following 
qualifications and experience: 


e A working knowledge of Massachusetts General 
Laws related to municipal property assessment for 
tax purposes. 

e Excellent written and verbal communication skills. 


e Preferred knowledge of computerized appraisal 
systems (CAMA) programs and GIS applications such as 
Vision 8 software. 


e MA Department of Revenue Certification as Assessor. 
e Town of Russell residents will be given preference. 


e A current MA driver’s license and transportation are 
required. 


Interested parties should submit a letter of interest 
and resume to: Tom Ray, BOA Chairman 
Town of Russell 65 Main Street 
Russell MA 01071 
or email trassessor@russellma.net 
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Cultural Council announces 2021 grant recipients 


RUSSELL — The Russell Cultural 
Council announced the awarding of 
grants totaling more than $10,000 for 
cultural programs to benefit the residents 
of Russell and neighboring communities. 
The amount available includes $4,900 
received for fiscal 2021. 

Like many Massachusetts communi- 
ties, Russell was hit hard by the pandem- 
ic. Parks and recreational areas, churches, 
schools, restaurants, and retail establish- 
ments were forced to curtail operations. 
rips were cancelled, in-door dining came 
to a halt and public events were either 
presented online or cancelled altogether. 
To further protect the community, offi- 
cials in the Town of Russell closed all 
town offices to the public. 

These restrictions as well as those 
imposed by the State, caused many of 
last year’s grant recipients to cancel their 
programs. Fortunately, the Mass Cultural 
Council made it possible for Local 
Cultural Councils to combine the unused 
funds with those received in fiscal 2021. 
The result was a larger pool of money 


available for this year’s applicants. 

The Russell Cultural Council is 
part of a network of 329 Local Cultural 
Councils serving all 351 cities and towns 
in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program 
is the largest grassroots cultural funding 
network in the nation, supporting thou- 
sands of community-based projects in 
the arts, sciences, and humanities every 
year. The state legislature provides an 
annual appropriation to the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which then allo- 
cates funds to each community. 

Decisions about which activities 
to support are made at the community 
level by a board of municipally appointed 
volunteers. The members of the Russell 
Cultural Council are Dale Oleksak, Jackie 
Decker, Nancy Mezger, Jennifer Pappas 
and Sue Maxwell. 

Each year this dedicated group of 
volunteers are tasked with making lim- 
ited resources go as far as possible. The 
growing number of applicants can make 
the decision-making process challenging. 

“We had some tough decisions 


Local student named to Dean’s List 


RUSSELL — ShyAnne Jones, a 
Junior Studio Art major, was among 
approximately 800 Bob Jones 
University students named to the 
Spring 2021 Dean’s List. The Dean’s 
List recognizes students who earn a 
3.00-3.74 grade point average during 
the semester. 

Located in Greenville, South 
Carolina, Bob Jones University pro- 
vides an outstanding regionally accred- 
ited Christian liberal arts education 






purposely designed to inspire a lifelong 
pursuit of learning, loving and leading. 

BJU offers over 100 undergraduate 
and graduate programs in religion, edu- 
cation, fine arts and communication, 
arts and science, health professions, 
and business. 

BJU has over 3,000 students from 
nearly every state and more than 40 
countries. They are committed to the 
truth of Scripture and to pursuing 
excellence in all they do. 
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Home 
Business 


71 King Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 
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- State-of-the-Art Facilities, all featuring 
wireless Internet access. 


- A commitment to educating the "Whole 
Child" - including robust visual and per- 
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early education and care programs. 


! 
- Safe learning environments and small class | 
sizes, offering personal attention to student 

needs. 


Littleville Elementary 
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to make,’ said the local council’s 
Chairperson Dale Oleksak. “This year we 
received grants from 18 applicants. With 
a limited amount of funding available it 
really came down to deciding which of 
the projects best suited the cultural needs 
of our community.” 

Statewide, more than $3 million is 
distributed by local cultural councils each 
year. Grants support an enormous range 
of grass-roots activities including con- 
certs, exhibitions, radio and video pro- 
ductions, field trips for schoolchildren, 
after-school youth programs, writing 
workshops, historical preservation efforts, 
lectures, First Night celebrations, nature 
and science education programs for fam- 
ilies and town festivals. Nearly half of 
LCC funds support educational activities 


for young people. 

Fiscal 2021 grant recipients are Bad 
News Jazz & Blues Orchestra, Blandford 
Fair, Littleville Fair, Sevenars Concerts, 
Blandford Historical Society, Chester 
Theatre Company, David Maloof, Diane 
Dix, Gregory Maichack, Henry Lappen, 
John Porcino, Marilyn Morales, North 
Hall Arts Festival, and Trevor Smith. 

The Russell Cultural Council will 
seek applications again in the fall. For 
guidelines and complete information on 
the Russell Cultural Council, send an 
email to Dale Oleksak, Chairperson. She 
may be reached at culturalcouncil @rus- 
sellma.net. Applications and more infor- 
mation about the Local Cultural Council 
Program are available online at www. 
mass-culture.org. 
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Library ready to serve community this summer 


By Katheen Bort 


OTIS — “Communities get the 
libraries they deserve.” I heard this 
comment at an open zoom meeting of 
the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. I remember it made 
me reflect on the relationship between 
the Otis library and the community. The 
community provides the library with 
the building and a portion of the cost 
for items, services, and programs. The 
library tries to be the community center 
for the town. It has been exciting to 
reopen the library. People are excited to 
come in, see the new books, DVD’s, and 
audiobooks. Most of all they are happy 
to share their stories and tell us how 
they have survived, what type of vaccine 
they received, and how their families 
and friends are doing. We work to get to 
know you, to develop your interests, to 
keep you connected to what is going on 
in town, to extending your world to the 
outside. The library is committed to serv- 
ing the community. 


The library will extend its present 
hours through the month of June — 
closed Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday, and Saturday 9 a.m. to | 
p.m. The library can serve you curbside, 
or you may come in to browse, use our 
technology, and get assistance from the 
librarians. As we reopen, we invite you 
to join us. Come in and get a library card 
if you do not have one or renew the card 
you have had but not used in a long time. 
Come and visit us. 

Renewed! The library has renewed 
the approximately 20 museum pass- 
es which will provide reduced or free 
admission. I thank the Otis Cultural 
Council for providing the funding to 
continue the pass to Magic Wings, the 
butterfly museum. For a complete list- 
ing and descriptions on new procedures 
please contact the library or visit the 
town website townofotisma.org. 

The library’s annual summer craft 
fair will be Sept. 25, with Sept. 26 as a 
rain date. There will be plenty of oppor- 


tunities for vendors or volunteers for this 
wonderful community event. If you are 
interested contact us at the library. 

Our children’s Summer Reading 
Program focuses on the independent 
reading of works by a particular author. 
Children select books and brag tag incen- 
tives will be given when they have com- 
pleted the reading. Reading prizes from 
the Massachusetts Library System will 
be awarded at the end of our summer 
program. 

As we enter the era of technologi- 
cal busyness the demand for connectiv- 
ity sometimes outweighs the services. 
We have technology to serve you, you 
can search the internet, check your 
email, print, send faxes and be cre- 
ative. This year the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts is providing a grant that 
will provide hotspots to rural libraries. 
Also, the library is purchasing a new 
IPAD and a Chromebook for demon- 
strations on how to use this technology. 
We can show you how to use LIBBY 
the eBook application for CWMARS, 


WILLIAMSBURG 


accessing ZOOM programs and using 
technology for remote and virtual appli- 
cations. Perhaps you have been nurturing 
interests and talents during this time of 
quarantine; we would love to offer you 
the opportunity to share with others in 
the community. 

The Otis community is growing 
and changing. New people are moving 
in, second homeowners have decided to 
settle here full time, so the population 
is changing. New groups with diverse 
interests are developing. Because some 
interests reflect those of a larger com- 
munity, we are extending the boundar- 
ies. The Historic Commission and other 
town groups have started new projects 
and developments such as the one Room 
Schoolhouse, the St. Paul Project, recre- 
ation areas, turbines, and cell towers. Our 
changing community needs to get the 
library it deserves. We are working on it, 
please help us grow and develop. Let us 
know what you need. 

Kathleen Bort is the director of the 
Otis Free Public Library. 





Board of Selectmen opts out of mosquito spray 


By Peter Spotts 


WILLIAMSBURG — The Board of 
Selectmen voted to opt out of the state’s 
mosquito spraying program after a cou- 
ple meetings of deliberation on the issue. 

Board of Health Chair Donna 
Gibson and Foothills Health Agent Mark 
Bushee brought additional information 
to the board on Thursday, May 13, to 
discuss the concerns surrounding state 
spraying and Bushee drafted the applica- 
tion for the town to opt out, which is due 
May 22. 

“It’s [the application] very well 
done. I would suggest we do that because 
of the danger of at least one of the toxins 
in the spray,’ Gibson said. “Not only 
are they harmful to humans with asthma 
or breathing disorders of any kind, but 
also they’re causing genetic changes in 
amphibians, they’re eliminating all our 
pollinators, and even birds that feed on 
some of those insects.” 


Bushee added, ““There’s a lot of evi- 
dence that shows spraying doesn’t hon- 
estly work. It only compounds the prob- 
lem. It kills off the dragonflies, which 
eats the mosquitos, so you have an even 
worse problem next year.” 

Gibson explained the state changed 
the way spraying operates. In past years, 
the town had to opt in to get spraying 
done by the state. However, this year it 
was changed to an opt out with an addi- 
tional deadline of May 15. 

Gibson brought the issue before the 
board at the end of April, but there were 
questions the Selectmen and Board of 
Health and for the state which they want- 
ed to get answers to before making a 
decision. 

‘“We’ve had meetings with the state 
task force on this and we’ve gotten very 
few answers, if any, to our questions,” 
she said. “We came forward and tried to 
get the towns to opt out in places where 
we have very low, if any, incidents of 


those diseases.” 

Gibson added many of Burgy’s 
neighboring communities 1n the Foothills 
Health District are also opting out. 

Selectman Bill Sayre asked if the 
Board of Health and talked to do the 
Highway Department about preventative 
work, they might do. Gibson said they 
did, and the department cleans the catch 
basins and routine maintenance they usu- 
ally do, but nothing special specifically 
for mosquitos. By opting out, the town 
is maintaining what it has done in year’s 
past, so nothing is changing for how the 
town handles mosquito season. 

“There was basically nothing tak- 
ing place other than routine maintenance 
the Highway Department would do with 
standing water,” she said. “There are no 
particular special things they do during 
the summer than they do regularly.” 

The Board also wrapped up a cou- 
ple items from its last meeting. Mary 
Dudek was appointed to the Public 
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Safety Complex Building Committee 
after being left off the appointment list 
on May 6. 

The Board also voted in favor of 
signing the contract with its new Town 
Administrator Nicholas Caccamo. The 
Board had voted to offer the position to 
Caccamo on April 28. Caccamo will take 
over for Nardi on May 20. 








Marijuana bylaw voted down at Annual Town Meeting 


By Shelby Macri 


SANDISFIELD — Annual Town 
Meeting was held on Saturday, May 
15, at the DPW Highway Garage at 3 
Silverbrook Road, where over 100 resi- 
dents attend voted on 28 warrant articles. 

While there were a few short discus- 
sions or questions, the article that war- 
ranted the most discussion was Article 
27 for the Cannabis Establishment 
Zoning Bylaw. The 14-page bylaw out- 
lines many aspects of the zoning bylaws 
and gives such specific instructions that 
it restricts Cannabis Establishments, 
and some residents felt that the bylaw 
restricted establishments too much. 
Resident David Hubbard spoke about 
being against this bylaw and asked fel- 
low voters to vote not to the article, giv- 
ing the town an opportunity to continue 
working on Cannabis bylaws that can 
benefit the town. 

“As written, the restrictions are so 
severe there’s no way for establishments 
to function and sell products,’ Hubbard 
said. “It’s a competitive industry. These 
restrictions render it financially impossi- 


ble, and it won’t give the town the econ- 
omy it needs.” 

He added Great Barrington had 
opened a dispensary and within it year 
it generated approximately $1 million 
dollars in revenue for the town, and 
now there are five dispensaries in town. 
Hubbard said he’d like to see the town 
work on the bylaw more before accept- 
ing them, because he thinks the cannabis 
industry can bring a lot of economy to 
town, but not under this particular bylaw. 
After asking people to vote no, there was 
loud applause in support of his remarks; 
although there was equally supportive 
applause for those who said to vote yes 
to the bylaw. 

One resident in favor of the bylaw 
was Cindy True, who spoke about a 
Cannabis establishment moving in to 
open about 1,000 feet behind her house. 

“T didn’t have choice, they just 
moved in behind my house,” True said. 
“Approve this bylaw and don’t let this 
happen to you.” 

She and other residents mention that 
the establishment True is referring to 
is a large establishment and is a tier 11 


building with barbed wire, lights, and 
smells rather than a smaller retail or cul- 
tivating establishment. While some res- 
idents continued to speak against or in 
favor of the bylaw, the group gathered 
got to hear from Lev Natan, a prospec- 
tive resident who bought 11 acres last 
fall and knows True as a neighbor. 

“We bought raw land in hopes of 
building our dream home on it, with 
good neighbors in a good neighbor- 
hood,’ Natan said. “But when we heard 
about the permit for the cannabis estab- 
lishment, we didn’t want to build our 
home in front of a tier 11 factory.” 

He added if there were no bylaw 
then the town could lose other people 
looking to come into Sandisfield; he 
mentioned that he’s not voting today 
because he’s not yet a resident, but he’d 
like to be a resident and would prefer 
for bylaws to be in place. Hubbard and 
others who were against the bylaw said 
they don’t want to never have bylaws; 
they just feel the proposed bylaw are too 
strict and the town could do better. 

When asked what would happen 
if the bylaw wasn’t approved today, 


Moderator and Selectboard Chair Brian 
O’ Rourke said that they’d go back to the 
drawing board and start the process over. 

“Then we are tomorrow where we 
are today, with no bylaws,” O’ Rourke 
said. “I believe the planning board will 
work on another bylaw with even more 
public input.” 

After a long discussion with both 
supportive and non-supportive argu- 
ments made, resident Jean Williams 
asked if the town could take a secret 
vote, so everyone felt comfortable vot- 
ing. The vote approved this and took a 
secret vote of 58 in favor and 68 against, 
the article failed along with the article 
after which asked to ban all cannabis 
establishments within the town. 

All other articles passed either 
unanimously or by majority; within the 
26 articles there were 22 unanimous- 
ly accepted articles and four majority 
accepted articles. 

A copy of the ATM Warrant in its 
entirety or information on the proposed 
bylaws are available on the under the 
Finance Committee page at www.sandis- 
fieldma.gov. 
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SPRAYING 


and lakes along the roads, there are 
woods and waterways to protect and 
Lavery was recently made aware that 
Sherwood Greens has been mosquito 
spraying for years. This includes during 
the years where the town of Becket was 
involved in the mosquito spraying and 
after the town decide not to become a 
Mosquito Control area. 

The group has been spraying 
since 2016 without coming before the 
Selectboard or Board of Health. Lavery 
said he brought the board’s attention 
to this because he thought it was odd 
Sherwood Greens was spraying during 
years where the town opted out of 
spraying. 

Last month, Lavery brought this 
topic to his fellow Selectboard mem- 
bers and wanted to give attention to this 
topic, and the board could decide on a 
vote at a later meeting. 

After having the town’s council 
look at Sherwood Greens and all the 
appropriate aspects of this topic; it was 
determined that the town could not stop 
the spraying by Sherwood Greens due 
to their connection with the state. In 
the May 5, Selectboard meeting, Town 
Council Joel Bard attended and spoke 
about what he had found. 

“The town can vote to remain opt- 
ed-out but that doesn’t stop private par- 
ties from spraying,” Bard said. “If we 
opt-out it doesn’t change anything. In 
regard to Sherwood Greens, they can 


vote to spray as I understand it.” 

Lavery said after speaking to Bard, 
he understands the Sherwood Greens 
Road District was able to enter a con- 
tract with the Berkshire Mosquito 
Control Project. They were able to do 
this because they’re a quasi-municipal 
entity who’s residents voted in favor of 
the contract at their 2016 meeting. 

In the same year, the SRMCB 
voted in July to allow Sherwood 
Greens to become a Mosquito Control 
Area. Bard didn’t make a recommen- 
dation either for or against the town 
opting out as he felt it wouldn’t change 
anything, and Lavery was told Bard 
would make something more detailed 
in writing but it hasn’t been provided to 
the board yet. 

Becket has opted out of the spray- 
ing in 2010 and refused a vote to return 
to the mosquito control programs in 
2012. The board voted to remain out of 
the Berkshire Mosquito Control project 
as a town at the May 5 meeting. 

“The opt out vote doesn’t opt the 
entire town out, just the portions that 
are not within the boundaries of the 
1997 act of legislature which created 
Sherwood Greens Road Maintenance 
and Improvement District,’ Lavery 
said. “However, the SGRD is current- 
ly not allowed to use the adulticide 
trunk-mounted spray due to being told 
to stop by the Becket Board of Health 
at their April meeting.” 
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Lavery said the Board of Health 
stopped the spraying due to the pres- 
ence of PFAS in the spray being used 
in previous years by the BMCP. Chris 
Horton from Mosquito Control has 
to meet with the Board of health and 
show written testing proof that PFAS 
contamination is no longer present in 
the spray before it can resume. During 
the May 5 meeting, residents were lis- 
tening in on the call and some spoke 
in favor of the Selectboard addressing 
Sherwood Greens spraying. 

Due to the public input and 
support during the meeting, the 
Selectboard made a decision to opt out 
of the Mosquito Control spraying this 
year. 

“The Commonwealth no longer 
requires a full vote at the annual town 
meeting to opt out,” Lavery said. “Just 
a vote of the Selectboard and a public 
hearing, which was done.” 

Due to the evidence presented and 
the input from the attending townspeo- 
ple, the board voted to opt out of mos- 
quito spraying this year. 

Lavery didn’t want to speak out 
of turn or speak for the town council 
and weigh in legally what Sherwood 
Greens can or cannot do. According to 
the Sherwood Greens attorney at Cain 
and Hibbard in Pittsfield, Sherwood 
Greens do have the ability to spray, 
although they are on hiatus as they 
communicate with the Board of Health. 
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Contested race 
goes to Levy 


BECKET — The May 15 Town 
Election had one contested race for the 
five-year Planning Board seat, which 
went to James Levy over Karen Karlberg 
in a 60 to 38 vote. 

William Elovirta was re-elected 
to the Selectboard and Ann Gwenneth 
Spadafora and Charles Garman both 
won Finance Committee seats unop- 
posed. Michelle Smith ran unopposed for 
Cemetery Commissioner. The terms are 
for three years. 

Elovirta was also a write-in candi- 
date for Constable along with Robert 
Ronzio. Laurel Burgwardt was the write- 
in candidate for the three-year Board of 
Health seat. 

A total of 102 voters participated 
and cast ballots for the election of can- 
didates. There were two absentee ballots 
and two spoiled ballots. There were no 
provisional ballots. 








Register for AIM deadline Friday 


GOSHEN — Annual Town Meeting 
will be held under a tent on the field 
behind the Town Offices at 40 Main 
Street on Saturday, June 12, at 9:30 a.m. 

The last day to register to vote in 


this meeting is Friday, May 21, from 2 to 
4 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. in the town clerk’s 
office. Please contact town clerk Kristen 
Estelle with any questions at 413-268- 
8236, ext. 107, or clerk @ goshen-ma.us. 


/ Send Us Your Photos! 


countryjournal@turley.com 





BROADBAND 


a little over two weeks of having sig- 
nups open, Selectboard member Wayne 
Glaser said the town already had about 
200 residents sign up, and he encourag- 
es people to sign up sooner rather than 
later. 

“T want to remind people that even 
though there are three fiber areas and 
they'll be getting built out in differ- 
ent sequences, once one area is fin- 
ished and tested the customer hook ups 
will begin and people will be contact- 
ed early for hook ups if they sign up 
early,’ Glaser said. “I want to stress to 
everybody that it’s a long game and not 
an instant sign up.” 

It’s in residents’ best interests to 
sign up early to be called earlier when 
hook ups begin and in order to sign 
up for the town subsidy someone must 
have an already established building. 


Those who are currently build- 
ing houses or businesses will have to 
wait to sign up until the building that 
needs the Broadband is fully built. The 
town subsidy will cover $4,000 of the 
design cost for resident hook-ups; if 
the design for a building is under that 
amount, then residents won’t have to 
pay anything. If the cost is above, then 
they’ll only have to pay the amount 
over $4,000. Each building will have a 
different cost due to the amount of wire 
needed to connect the house. 

“When Westfield Gas and Electric 
did an engineering survey, they also 
went to look at the poles and houses in 
town to come up with a cost estimate,” 
Glaser said. “The cost is based on cur- 
rent connection, whether it’s overhead 
or underground, or how short or long 
the distance is.” 


GOSHEN — Town Clerk 
Kristen Estelle reminds resi- 
dents that 2020 dog licenses 
expired March 31, and town 
dogs must now have a 2021 
license. 

The $25 late fee per 
dog goes into effect June 1. 
To obtain a license, mail a 
completed dog license form, 
current rabies certificate 
indicating if the dog is 
spayed or neutered, a 
check payable to the 





He said that once the town get to 
the home installation stage the town 
will connect with people who will be 
over the $4,000 for payment. There are 
about 650 parcels in town and, while 
only 200 are signed up now, Glaser 
hopes everyone will sign up before Dec 
lls 

The costs for hooking up internet 
and or phones is listed on the town 
website, along with weekly updates 
and schedules for construction. 
Residential internet subscriptions will 
cost $85 monthly while commercial 
subscriptions will be different based 
on the number of people using it, the 
costs range from $105, $120, and $150 
monthly. For residents with a phone 
hookup, an internet subscription will be 
an extra $14.99 monthly, while a phone 
hookup only will cost $59.95 month- 








Dog license late fees start June 1 


Town of Goshen, and a stamped 
self-addressed envelope, two 
stamps for multiple licenses. 

Neutered/ spayed dogs are 
$5 each; intact dogs are $10. 
Valid rabies certificates are 
required and must be sent with 

the dog license form 
A dog licensing form 1s 
available at www.goshen-ma.us/ 
dog-licenses. Address the enve- 
lope to Goshen Town Clerk, 
40 Main Street, Goshen, MA 
01032. 
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ly. Phone hookup costs have not been 
determined yet, but people can check a 
few places for more information. 

The town website posts week- 
ly updates for the Broadband project 
and construction, keeping each update 
listed on the Broadband page. People 
can also visit Whip City Fiber’s web- 
site to learn more about hook-ups and 
other information. Glaser said their 
Frequently Asked Questions page has 
helpful information for those interested 
in signing up for Broadband. 

Residents can also sign up through 
the Whip City Fiber website or call 
413-485-1251 for their customer ser- 
vice representatives. The website for 
sign-ups is linked on the Broadband 
update page of the town website, www. 
goshen-ma.us, or go directly to www. 
whipcityfiber.com/goshen. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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Bike maintenance workshop this Saturday, May 22 


WESTHAMPTON — The 
Westhampton Public Library will hold 
Bike Maintenance 101 on Saturday, May 
22, at | p.m. Learn about bikes and its 
parts and get hands-on experience fixing 
a flat tire. The program will review how 
to remove and install bike wheels and 
tires, patching and replacing tubes, and 
routine maintenance. All are welcome 
to bring their own bike, bike pumps, 
tools, and any questions about repair and 
maintenance. 

Virtual Book Group will return on 
Tuesday, May 25, at 7 p.m. It meets 
once a month and is open to new mem- 
bers. They are currently debating its next 


Deadline to 


WESTHAMPTON — Early vote by 
mail applications for the June 5 Town 
Election must be received no later than 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 1. It is recom- 
mended applications be submitted by 
Wednesday, May 26. 

An application is available on the 
town website, westhampton-ma.com. 
Applications and ballots can be returned 
to Town Clerk, Westhampton Town 


book to read. For Zoom login informa- 
tion, contact westhampton @cwmars.org. 

The Westhampton Public Library is 
partnering with Grown in Westhampton 
and local residents to install a pollinator 
garden featuring early and late blooming 
plant. Planting days will conclude on 
Saturday, May 29, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Bring gardening tools and stop by to 
lend a hand or come say hello. This proj- 
ect is being funded by American Library 
Association’s Resilient Communities 
program, The Friends of Westhampton 
Library, and Gardener’s Supply 
Company. All herbs and compost will 
be sourced locally by Intervale Farm and 


Hall, 1 South Road, Westhampton, MA 
01027. 

Ballots must be sealed in the pro- 
vided tan envelope. The envelope must 
be signed by the voter along with print- 
ed name and address as registered to 
vote. Voters are required to return their 
ballots in the white pre-addressed enve- 
lope provided with the ballot, or in per- 
son, or into the designated official bal- 


Submisstons are always welcome. 


Send us your engagement, wedding, baby, 
anniversary and graduation news and photos. 


Country Journal 
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


email: countryjournal@turley.com 


NEED HELP WITH YOUR HOUSING REPAIRS? 


Hilltown CDC received funding for the 

FY20 Housing Rehab Program for the towns of 
Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Peru, 
Plainfield, Williamsburg and Worthington, 

and we're currently applying for the FY21 grant 
that may include the following communities: 

Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Peru, Plainfield, 
Westhampton, Williamsburg, and Worthington. 
Homeowners who live in these towns are encouraged 
to apply now if you need help with your housing repairs. 


Listed below is the work that can be performed under the 
Housing Rehab Program: 


Siding 

Roofs and Chimneys 
Windows and Doors 

Floor Joists, Flooring 
Insulation, Walls, Ceilings 
Handicap Accessibility Work 


Septic Systems and Sewer Tie-in’s 
Plumbing and Electrical Updates 
Wells, Pumps, and Hot Water Tanks 
Porches, Decks, and Stairs 

Lead Paint Removal 

Asbestos Removal 


These are NO Interest/NO payment loans which may be entirely forgiven, 
and all work is completed by a licensed contractor of your choice. 
Please don’t delay, funding is available, 
and you may be surprised to find out you qualify! 

Please contact Paula Bilodeau, 

Program Manager, at (413) 296-4536, ext. 123 
or email paulab@hilltowncdc.org. for an application. 


HOUSEHOLD INCOME GUIDELINES/LIMITS: 


Household Size 


Maximum Gross Annual Income 
$47,850 
$54,650 
$61,500 
$68,300 
$73,800 
$79,250 
$84,700 


Funding is provided by the US Dept. of HUD/DHCD 
and MA CDBG Programs. 





Bridgmont Farm respectively. 

The Spring Adult/Teen Craft has 
two kits available including color- 
ful branches and accordion butterflies. 
To request a kit, contact mschwelm@ 
cwmars.org. 

Join Mary for outdoor play with 
large scale toys like hula hoops and step- 
pingstones. Connect with other families 
safely and beat the social isolation on 
Tuesdays from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Playgroup 
will be canceled in the case of inclement 
weather. 

Youth Service Librarian Emily 
Wayne hosts online story time on 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Contact 


lot drop box located at the base of the 
stairs to the Town Hall. Be sure to insert 
ballot fully and check that it dropped 
into the box. The Tax Collector payment 
lock box in front of the town hall is 
not an official designated drop box for 
the deposit of ballots. Ballots dropped 
in there or any location other than the 
official ballot drop box or in person are 
done so at voter’s risk. 


ewayne@cwmars.org for Zoom login 
information and beat social isolation 
with other families. 

The library has curbside only pick- 
up on Monday and Thursday from 2 to 
8 p.m. Seniors will have browsing hours 
on Tuesday from 9 a.m. to noon with 
browsing for all open from | to 5 p.m. 

Browsing for all will be available 
on Wednesday from 1 to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

No appointment is necessary for 
in-person browsing. For more infor- 
mation, visit the Westhampton Public 
Library page on westhampton-ma.com 
or contact 413-527-5386. 


register for June 5 election is June 1 


Once an early or absentee vote by 
mail ballot is marked as returned and 
accepted in the Voter Registry System, 
the voter cannot request another ballot 
or change their vote. 

For a copy of the election warrant, 
visit Westhampton-ma.com. For more 
information, contact the clerk’s office at 
413-203-3080 or clerk @ westhampton- 
ma.org. 


CUMMINGTON 


Friday Night Cafe returns 
outdoors Friday, June 11 


CUMMINGTON — The Friday 
Night Café is excited to announce it is 
returning in person at the pavilion in 
Pettingill memorial Park for a series of 
six outdoor performances this summer 
beginning in June. 

Performances will be from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. on the second and fourth Fridays 
of June, July, and August, beginning on 
June 11 with Josh Wachtel and friends, 
featuring special guest Norma Jean 
Hayes. It is guaranteed to be fun, eclec- 
tic, and celebratory. Live Music is back 
at the Cafe! 

COVID-19 state regulations in place 
at the time of the show will be followed; 
if it is damp or threatening rain the Café 
will gather under the pavilion; if it 1s 
heavy rain, it will be cancelled; if it is a 


beautiful summer evening, it may be set 
up on the lawn; guests must bring their 
own chairs, blankets, snacks, and drinks, 
but no alcohol is allowed; guests should 
be prepared for bugs. 

It will be the first live performance 
since the beginning of the pandemic. 
During this time, the Friday Night Café 
adopted a “Lo-Fi” approach as many 
performers have gone the route of live 
streaming their performances, or making 
videos, during COVID-19, and posting 
them on the New Rural Advocate web- 
site. 

Once again, this is brought to the 
community by the friendly folks at the 
Village Church who believe that music 
can be a powerful force for building 
community. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Are you are interested in steady, local work? 


Hilltown CDC is currently seeking General Contractors who are interested in bidding 
on Housing Rehabilitation projects funded by the Community Development Block 
Grant. We recently received funding for the FY20 Housing Rehab Program with an 
anticipated 18 projects. In addition, we’re in the process of applying for the FY21 


grant for another anticipated 18 projects. 


Projects are planned in the towns of Chesterfield, Cummington, Goshen, Peru, 
Plainfield, Westhampton, Williamsburg, and Worthington with an average project cost 
of $35,000.00 - $40,000.00. Contractors working on Housing Rehab projects are 
guaranteed payment for all work with a quick turnaround on invoices as well as a 


steady source of local, year around work. 


GC’s must possess a valid Contractor Supervisor’s License and a Home 
Improvement Contractor’s License. Lead certification is preferred, but not 
required. General Liability coverage as well as Workmen’s Compensation 


insurance (if applicable) is required. 


HCDC is an EEO/Section 3 Employer. Women & minorities are encouraged to apply. 


Please contact Paula Bilodeau, Program Manager, at (413) 296-4536, ext. 123 
for an application or email paulab@hilltowncdc.org. 


Funding is provided by the US Dept. of HUD/DHCD and MA CDBG Programs. 





3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 
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When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 



































CLUES ACROSS 

1. Prevents harm to 
young 

9. Losing My Religion” 
rockers 

8. Partner to pan 

11. Cavalry unit 

13. Peyton’s little brother 

14. Mexican dish 

15. Disseminates info to 
the public 

16. Set an animal on 

17. Canadian flyers 

18. Elongated mouths of 
anthropods 

20. | (German) 

21. Opposite of west 

22. Glows 

25. Measures how 
quickly a car moves 

30. One who has gained 
wealth 

31. Patti Hearst's 
captors 

32. Extensive landed 














property 

33. Male aristocrat 

38. For each 

41, More fidgety 

43, Very happy 

45, A place to store info 

47, Helps to heal 

49, 12th month (abbr.) 

90. Broad, shallow 
Craters 

55. Nocturnal S. Ameri- 
can rodent 

96. Frost 

9/7. Ethiopian town 

59. Curved shapes 

60. Company that rings 
receipts 

61. Spiritual leader 

62. Sheep native to 
sweden 

63. Cars need it 

64. Partner to relaxation 


CLUES DOWN 


1. Scientist's high-reso- 


lution tool (abbr.) 

2. Type of school 

3. Formal close (music) 

4. Transmits high 
voltage 

5. A way to occupy a 
certain area 

6. Draws out 

7. His Airness 

8. Nocturnal rodents 

9. South American 
plants 

10. Homestead 

12. Bland or semiliquid 
food 

14. Forest resident 

19. The body needs it 

23, Atomic mass unit 
(abbr.) 

24. Spell 

25. Relaxing place 

26. Political fundraising 
tool 

27. Make a mistake 

28. Partner to Adam 
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29. Tyrant 

34. Unit of electrical 
resistance 

35. A history of one’s life 

36. Actor DiCaprio 

37. Sea eagle 

39. Avoiding being 
caught 

40. de Mornay, 
actress 

41, Belonging to a thing 

42. Not us 

44, Motorcars 

45, Capital of Bangla- 
desh 

46. Ancient Greek 
sophist 

47, Practice boxing 

48. Grant, actor 

51. Swiss river 

52. 0. oudan river 

93. A bumpkin 

54. One point south of 
southwest 

58. omall island (British) 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
e Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


s HEATING INC. 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, altruism is a noble 
trait, but remember to 
also devote some time 
to your own interests. 
There is a way to find a 
balance between all of 
your actions. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Travel plans may be 
on your mind, Taurus. 
Weigh all of the pros 
and cons of traveling 
before purchasing your 
plane ticket or booking 
that hotel. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, when opportu- 
nities spring up some- 
time this week, you 
may need to grab that 
golden ring quickly or it 
is bound to pass you by 
in a flash. Then regrets 
may sink in. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

It is easy to miss the for- 
est for the trees, Cancer. 
Making decisions based 
on one detail will not do 
you justice. You have to 
look at the bigger pic- 
ture before making a 
decision. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

After a few amendments 
to your plan, you will 
have some good op- 
tions to go on. Scorpio 
can give a look as well 
and offer some advice 
on how to proceed this 
week. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

If each day seems like a 
mental marathon, then 
you definitely need to 
find some “me” time to 
unwind and disconnect. 
Schedule time each day 
to devote to yourself. 
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Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


sfolot | +t] | 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 





LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

It may seem productive 
to look at the world 
through _— rose-colored 
glasses, Libra. Howev- 
er, repeatedly guarding 
others from anything 
unpleasant can be a 
disservice. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 
Continue to stay on 
top of all the nuts and 
bolts of your daily life, 
Scorpio. You have been 
a champ at managing 
schedules and dead- 
lines for yourself and 
others. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

Health news may bring 
a scare, Sagittarius. 
If anyone can whittle 
down the facts and get 
on a solid course, it is 
you. You'll get through 
this challenge. 
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more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, it is time 
to start looking for 
new hobbies to pass 
the time, especially if 
you’ve been spending 
a lot of time at home. 
You could transition 
into a new career. 


AQUARIUS 
Jan 21/Feb 18 

Big changes are in 
store for you this 
week, Aquarius. You 
could get the news 
that you have been 
waiting for. This may 
mean you will have to 
quickly rise to action. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, while others 
are taking in the scen- 
ery this week, you are 
getting down to busi- 
ness. This can set you 
on a productive path. 
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Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


CARQUEST 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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Dorine A. Lasky, 68, passed away on 
Thursday, May 6, 2021. She was born in 
Hartford, Connecticut to the late Nicholas 
and Jane (Comorski) Lasky and was a 
graduate of Agawam High School Class 
of 1970 and Westfield State Class of 1991. 
Dorine retired as an accountant for the 
Springfield Public School System in 2016 
after many years. She was a world traveler 
and her favorite places were Norway and 


Dorine A. Lasky, 68 


Point Judith. She enjoyed sewing and crafts, 

especially making wreaths. Dorine loved to attend 
concerts and listen to music, especially the Beatles, 
and her favorite times were picnicking with friends at 


Gale Patricia Wright 


Gale Patricia Wright of Westhampton passed away 
on May 11 at her home surrounded by her loving family 
and friends. Gale was born on July 12, 1939 in Gardner, 
Mass., the daughter of James H. and Eleanor (Ewing) 


Miller. 


Gale was a lifelong resident of Westhampton, attend- 
ed local schools, and was a graduate of Northampton 
High School Class of 1957. She later graduated 
from Westfield State College, majoring in elementa- 
ry education. Gale was employed for many years by 
the Hampshire Regional District as a teacher at the 
Chesterfield Elementary School. 

Gale will be missed by her daughter, Cassandra 
Semprebon and two sons, Mark and his wife, Donna 
and Joel Wright, her former husband, John Wright, nine 





Tanglewood. 


friends. 


Dorine is survived by her loving daugh- 
ter Nicole Lasky of Oklahoma, her sister 
Janice H. Lasky of Southampton, her broth- 
ers Stephen N. Lasky and his wife Robyn of 
Riverview, Florida and Gary D. Lasky and 
his wife Nina of Treasure Island, Florida, 
and many nieces, nephews, cousins and 


A Celebration of Life will be held on 


Saturday, June 19, at 3 p.m. in the Firtion 
Adams FS, 76 Broad St. Westfield. Visiting hours will 
precede the ceremony from | to 3 p.m. in the funeral 


home. 


grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. She is also sur- 
vived by her brother Robert Miller and his wife, Pat; sister 
Helene Pajak and her husband Bob; and sister-in-law, 
Marion Miller; as well as many nieces and nephews. Gale 
was predeceased by her parents and her brother, Frank. 

In her free time Gale enjoyed her many talents and 
hobbies including tole painting, dried flower arranging, 
gardening and dancing, to name a few. 

The Celebration of her Life will be held at the 
Westhampton Congregational Church on Saturday, June 


5, at 1:30 p.m. 


Memorial donations in her memory can be given to 
the Westhampton Congregational Church, | Tob Road, 
Westhampton, MA 01027. Mitchell Funeral Home is han- 


dling the arrangements. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
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DEATH NOTICES 


LASKY, DORINE A. 


Died May 6, 2021 
Celebration of Life Saturday, June 19, at 3 p.m. 
Firtion Adams, Westfield 





WRIGHT, GALE PATRICIA 


Died May 11, 2021 
Celebration of Life Wednesday, June 5, at 1:30 p.m. 
Westhampton Congregational Church 





Country Journal 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 








Town of Middlefield 

The Town of Middlefield 
is seeking bids to supply pro- 
pane gas, and related repairs 
as needed, to three build- 
ings in town for Fiscal year 
2022.Bids are to include all 
delivery charges and taxes. 
Bidders must submit proof 
of insurance when submit- 
ting bids. To obtain annual 
usage, please contact the 
Selectboard at: 413-623- 
2079 or selectboard@mid- 
dlefieldma.net. Bids must be 
clearly marked: “Propane 
Bids” and received by 6:30 
p.m. on June 16, 2021. 
Bids will be opened at 6:45 
p.m., June 16, 2021. The 
Selectboard has to right to 
reject any or all bids. Bids 
may be emailed or mailed to: 
Selectboard, P.O. Box 238, 
Middlefield, MA 01243. 
05/20, 05/27/2021 


MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Mark R. Josselyn 
to Christopher Chandonett 
dated November 17, 2016 
and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds, Book 21450, page 
188, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present 
holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage 


and for the purpose of fore- 
closing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 11:00 
o’clock, AM on the 23rd 
day of June, 2021 A.D., at 
155 Main Street, Russell, 
Massachusetts all and singu- 
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, To wit: 

“The land in Russell, 
Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows: 

PARCEL ONE Certain 
real estate situate in 
Russell, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, bound- 
ed and described as fol- 
lows: Beginning at an iron 
pin in the north side of the 
sidewalk on the norther- 
ly side of Main Street, said 
pin being fifty six (56) feet 
easterly of the monument at 
the southeasterly comer of 
land of Angelo Curro, Jr. and 
Alberta J. Curro and running 
thence NORTHERLY about 
forty four (44) feet to a chisel 
mark in the westerly side of 
a concrete slab bridge, said 
mark being above the cen- 
ter of a small brook; thence 
NORTHWESTERLY on the 
center of the brook to land 
formerly of E.D. Parks, now 
and NORTHERLY suppos- 
edly of the Town of Russell 
by a monument; thence 
SOUTHERLY on said Town 
land, about ninety one and 
6/10 (91.6) feet to an iron pin 


at land of Angelo Curro, Jr. 
and Alberta Curro; thence 
SOUTHEASTERLY on said 
Curro land about ninety (90) 
feet to an iron pin at a corner; 
thence SOUTHERLY on said 
Curro land about eighty three 
(83) feet to a stone monu- 
ment at the sidewalk; and 
thence EASTERLY on the 
northerly side of Main Street, 
fifty six (56) feet to the place 
of beginning. TOGETHER 
WITH the right to use a 14 
(fourteen) foot driveway for 
purposes of ingress and 
egress, which driveway is 
adjacent to the easterly side 
of these premises. 

PARCEL TWO Certain 
real estate situate in 
Russell, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, bound- 
ed and described as fol- 
lows: Beginning at a stone 
monument in the northerly 
line of Main Street marking 
the southeasterly corner of 
land of Angelo Curro, Jr. 
et ux and the southwester- 
ly comer of land of Frank 
Mesick et ux, and running 
thence NORTHERLY along 
said Mesick land, about 
eighty three (83) feet to an 
iron pin marking an angle in 
the line between said Curro 
and Mesick lands; thence 
WESTERLY along other land 
of said Angelo Curro, Jr. et 
ux, nine and 5/10 (9.5) feet to 
a point which is distant north- 
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EARLY 
DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
Place your public notice 
no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 


— Thank you! 
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erly eighty four (84) feet from 
a point in said northerly line 
of Main Street which is dis- 
tant westerly fifteen (15) feet 
from the stone monument 
at the place of beginning; 
thence SOUTHERLY along 
land of said Angelo Curro, 
Jr. et ux, eighty four (84) 
feet to the aforementioned 
point in said northerly line 
of Main Street; and thence 
EASTERLY along said Main 
Street, fifteen (15) feet to the 
stone monument at the place 


of beginning.” 
Terms of sale: Ten 
Thousand ($10,000.00) 


Dollars required to be paid 
in cash or certified or bank 
cashier’s check by the pur- 
chaser at the time and place 
of the sale. The balance of 
the purchase price shall be 
paid in cash or certified or 
bank cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days and the deed 
transferred contemporane- 
ously. The purchaser shall 
also pay directly to the auc- 
tioneer a premium equal to 
five percent (5%) of the pur- 
chase price. The purchas- 
er will be responsible for all 
closing costs, Massachusetts 
deed excise stamps and 
recording fees. The pur- 
chaser shall be required at 
the auction to sign a memo- 
randum of terms containing 
the above. The sale may be 
postponed or adjourned by 
the attorney for the mortgag- 
ee. The description of the 
premises contained in the 
mortgage shall control in the 
event of a typographical error 
in this publication. 

Other terms to be 

announced at the sale. 
Mark R. Josselyn, 
Present holder of said 
mortgage 

05/20, 05/27, 06/03/2021 


Town of Middlefield 

The Town of Middlefield is 
seeking bids to supply heat- 
ing oil and related repairs as 
needed, to the Town Hall for 
Fiscal year 2022. Delivery is to 
one 2,000 gal. tank. Bids are 
to include all delivery charges 
and taxes. Bidders must sub- 
mit proof of insurance when 
submitting bids. To obtain 
annual usage, please contact 
the Selectboard at: 413-623- 
2079 or selectboard@mid- 
dlefieldma.net. Bids must be 
clearly marked: “Heating Oil” 
and received by 6:30 p.m. on 
June 16, 2021. Bids will be 
opened at 6:45 p.m., June 16, 
2021. The Selectboard has to 
right to reject any or all bids. 
Bids may be emailed or mailed 
to: Selectboard, P.O. Box 238, 
Middlefield, MA 01243. 
05/20, 05/27/2021 


Town of Middlefield 

The Town of Middlefield 
is seeking bids to supply die- 
sel fuel for the Town vehicles 
for Fiscal Year 2021. Delivery 
is to one location, 2,000 gal. 
tank. Bidders must submit 
proof of insurance when sub- 
mitting bids. Bid to include 
winter additive. All bids shall 
include all taxes and delivery 
fees applicable too their bid. 
Bids may be submitted for a 
firm or market price. To obtain 
annual usage, please contact 
the Selectboard at: 413-623- 
2079 or selectboard@ mid- 
dlefieldma.net. Bids must be 
clearly marked: “Diesel Bids” 
and received by 6:30 p.m. on 
June 16, 2021. Bids will be 
opened at 6:45 p.m., June 16, 
2021. The Selectboard has to 
right to reject any or all bids. 
Bids may be emailed or mailed 
to: Selectboard, P.O. Box 238, 
Middlefield, MA 01243. 
05/20, 05/27/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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TOWN OF CUMMINGTON 

The Town of Cummington 
seeks sealed bids for the 
following equipment with or 
without operator, to be on call 
from July 1, 2021 through 
June 2022. 

Large excavator 9-12 ton 

10 wheel or tri-axle dump 
truck 

Bulldozer 

Backhoes 

Bucket loader 

Rubber tired excavator 

Chippers 

Rake and broom tractor 

Seeding machine 

Bucket truck 

Forwarder 

Log truck 

Bids are to be submit- 
ted in sealed envelopes 
marked “2021-2022 Highway 
Equipment” and mailed 
or delivered to the Board 
of Selectmen, Town of 
Cummington, P.O. Box 128, 
33 Main Street, Cummington, 
Ma. 01026 before 7:30 p.m. 
June 10, 2021 at which time 
they will be opened and 
publicly read aloud at the 
Community House, 33 Main 
Street, Cummington, Ma. 

The Board of Selectmen 
reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all bids in whole 
or in part according to the 
best interest of the Town. 

Elliza Dragon, Chairman 
Kenneth L. Howes 
Brian J. Gilman 
Board of Selectmen 
05/20, 05/27/2021 


TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the 
Worthington Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub- 
lic hearing in response to a 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability regarding 
the construction of a sin- 
gle-family home (approx. 
1,930 sq. ft), a two-car 
garage (28’ x 32’), and a 12’ 
wide, 900’ long, gravel drive- 
way on Bashan Hill Road — 
Assessors Map #0403, Lot 
#6. 

The Hearing will be held 
Thursday, May 27, 20201 at 
7 PM. Remote public access 
is available via phone or com- 
puter. The link, phone num- 
ber and access code can be 
found on the Town website’s 
community calendar — on the 
date of the meeting. 
05/20/2021 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 


an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


HUGE TAG SALE Union Church 51 
Center St., Ludlow May 22 8am-3pm. 
Rain or Shine. Inside tow large halls 
filled with household, clothing, books, 
toys, puzzles. 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


For Sale 2010 Toyota Tacoma TRD 
Sport. 4 Door, 6 Foot Bed, 109300 
Miles, Excellent Condition. Call 
(413)283-4266 or (413)531-0554 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





HELP WANTED 


CLEANING SERVICE WANTED. 
Town of Huntington is requesting pro- 
posals to clean 3 town buildings. Inter- 
ested parties may submit proposals for 
the individual buildings, or as a group. 
Proposals are due June 1, 2021 by 3 
p.m. Specifications are available at 
the town website - www.huntingtonma. 
us, or by emailing admin @ huntington- 
ma.us. Mail proposals to Selectboard 
Office, RO. Box 430, Huntington, MA 
01050 or email to admin @huntington- 
ma.us. Please call (413)512-5200 for 
information & to arrange a site visit. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


$12.50 Each 


edb] (ojar-t\-mr- ogc) com tarelt 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley. 
com/photo-request 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


O7-N ECO] Ets 


Base Price 
21 $10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_J MasterCard 


Base Price 
a $10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 
Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 
Base Price 
$11.50 
Base Price 
$13.50 
Base Price 
$15.50 
Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
1 Cash 1 Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 11,900 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BLANDFORD 


SANDISFIELD ) 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$10.00 





SHELBURNE 


P 


BUCKLAND 






Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 


Quabbin 
_t 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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FLORA FOR FAMILY OVER-UNDER 
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Parishioners Steve and Jennifer Speckles recently gifted a beautiful trellis and hanging SES GG eet SS 
flowerpots to Holy Family Parish in Russell. Steve welded the trellis adding crosses on each Liz Massa, Kim Kelliher, and Ronnie pose above and below the dam remains for the old 


side. The Parish thanks the Speckles family very much for this very thoughtful, generous, whetstone factory on the Dead Branch Trail in Chesterfield at Indian Hollow. 
wonderful gift! Submitted photo Submitted photo 











Parents, *¥ 





Grandparents : 
& Friends 
SPECIAL 


HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE ~ 





We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
sraduate in your community graduation issue. 





Submit a photo and a brief message. Congratulations 
_ : Carrie Smith 
2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad nese MW 
: ver O 
eo : 
SPECIAL $45.00 accomplishments. 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26th eecnarenes 7 
a ringile 
EMAIL YOUR AD TO: MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: adi, 5 
jbaskin@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 5¢- 


Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


Love Dad. Mom e& John 
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